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f the
the early days of Pocajjonias Gounty Agriculture was the chief pursuit o
in th
ortation facilities

Because travel was difficult and transp

aarly gatilere .

vere mesger, the settlere were compelled to be self- supporting or self- sustaifining

The coming of the Greenbrier Division of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway

runming through Pocahontas County, and connecting with the Western Maryland Railway
st Durdin , and the hard surfaced roads that pass through Pocahontas County, with
411 its rock based secondary roads , has made ingress and egress , free and
ryeilitative for Bconomic and social science of the business men of the adjoining

.unties of West Virginia; The establishment of the County lines have brought about
.riction of trade relations between the Counties that have common lines
¢l Poeanonta County. Highland , and Bath, Counties of the State of Virginia are
wt-.sus or border Counties , but trade relations eximt between th%abova nemed
riering Counties of Virginia , with the same degree of Social EﬁonOmy-
s# with Creenbrier , Webster, Randalph and Pendleton Counties of West Virginia;
weaver ,the trade relations between Pheahontas County and the bordering
ties of Virginia are subject to the State laws of each State ,and each adjoining

‘sering County ,in irade relations ,observe the civil laws of their neighbor States.

At the present time Pocsahonta s County ,formés a part of an economical whole
) ]

a0t L5 ecomomically related to all its adjoining Counties , especially ih that part

. pslee Lhat pertain %o and treats of that
4 4 port;on of human act
srased =itk nlrrirt Y aiv;n, and trade relations, c 1V1$ywh1ch is




cuwen Buzzard next neighbor lived on the farm where Emery Shinabery

- :.,ts.

'heir first church was bullt of logs after the civil Ware.
«» has since been replaced by & nice frame buildinge.

sopied from the church r ecords: .

nnaxter fresbyterlan Church built during the summer of 18388, dedicated
+o the service ol Almighty God, on the 27th day of August 1858, dedication

ice by Rev. Charles C. X. See. Text 127 Psalm, part of the >

tothe serv
By order 'of the Creenbrier Ppesbyterian this church was
srganized by John C. Barr, 21st day of August, 1859, with sixteen memﬁers

from Liberty Church as follows: Robert D. McCutchan, Robery Curry, Ruling

£13ers: Flizabeth McCutchenjNancy McLaughling Samuel McCutchan, Christine
Jane ¥cCutchan; Elizabeth C?rry; Caroline.Nottingham; Nancy McCﬁtchan,
¥stildas Craig; Caroline Warwick; John B, McCutchan; Robert R. McCutchenj’
em ¥eCubchan; Elizabeth E, McCutchan,"
Pastors who have served the church: Rev. J. C. Barr; Rev. R. P, Kennedy
Rev. M. C,.Dunlep; Rev. A H, Hamilton; Rev. J. h, XcCown; Rev.. Wm. Price;

v. E, F, Alexander; Rev, R. M. Caldweil; Rev, H, W, KcLaughliﬁ; Rev.

. T. Fultz; Re. Bain; Rev. J. S, Kennison, Rev. D. M. Monroe.
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nary students who have endeared themselves by their faith-

~

o~ omanvT P N 1 s 3
y many of God's people and helped many to become children

lon, are ,Rev., J. V, McCall; Rev. A, D, Watkins: Rev., Lewis
et * Ve A

rs now a missionary in China: Rev, N \
A hinag « Marion Sydenst <
e o re ikl \ tricker, now a

M Hen AT o i ds ~ e 2
h hae one outpost at Mclaughlin school house ot ot
n s _ . as

pere t the churcl deanc
ch, two deacons, and established many
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~urch during the Civil War cemped in this nice new church

&

. ween &0 comfortably furnished, and left 1t = wreck for many
. .

g ' *
a i

1800 and 1891 under the leadership of Rev. W. H. rgllengee the

jist Episcopal Church, South was bullt. It was dediceted in August

by Dre Je W, Young. Trustees were William H. Cackley, Jacob Tayior,

~re and E. N. Moore. The Lewisburg District Conference met at

¢his church at that time. | ‘
The first school at Dunmore was taught at the Chesley Moore House.,

ne first school on the M¢Lauzhlin neighborhood Was taught by Jacob C.

- - -

Velsughlin, near present location. He was later called to war and killed

<+ the battle of Cedar creek in 1864, The schoolhouse was destroyed, and
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1 wes taught in an old house on what 1s known as the

awn WmloNe w

arr place, wnere El1itt Carpenter now lives. A& school building of rough

1 wes erected on the bank between the homes of Lawrence and Russell
gughlin and school ﬁas in session'at this poinf for aﬁoﬁt twenty years;
In the ?unmore Community are Ebe following schools: Hillside, Buzzard,

sk, MecLaughlin; Curry; and Dunmore. The Dunmore School was

e o 3

teacher., 3
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reb. 16, 1940 POCAHONTAS COU'N‘I'Y :

pf the same typa as

+ The settlers who came into Pocahontas from 1840 to 1860 were
the earlier ones with the exception of two small nationality groupa. The Irish came

guring the potato famine in Ireland. Among the ;rish who came were the C'loonans,

Sullivens and Conways. Some Irish, of courae, had come befic:fe thig time.
I can find no census of nationality groups-a.nd I believe none was kept, as the
groups were not overly large', and they soon lost their raciel integrity by |
{ntermarriage, or they moved oﬁ .elsawhere and did not settle in nationality groups ,
for long, if at all.* .

THE DUTCE BOTTOM SETTLEMENT IN THE 1840's

The Reform church was established as the church of the Netherlends. Natura.llf there
, -

were many who protested against a move to mix the church and state. Pearl Buck in

her beok "The Exile” says there were 300 in the band ir which her pe;ople sailed for
jmerice. They came to Pennsylvania to settle on land puréhased by paper, but which

ut to be swamp land on which they could not even hope to exist. Many of

. '--:'.‘_‘;

(= ]

them went back to the cities. About 100 of them came on south into what is now

rocahontas County.

% lané in Pocshontes County was purchaced from Paul McNeel by Rev. Williem Schi
& 1TMET -

wern of New York. Thie land was on the Williams River and the place was kn
own as

Whelh Sotiom after its settlement, This land was a high, _level, fertile plain f
s free
Fwaape. There were wild mountains all around
them. Upon this land
stood great

serectis, The Indiens mmrohed around them, +}
) » Vhough not hostile, the
Y were terrii‘ying

o Dutek, Bow at !
o . . #trange and hard it was for these city-bred men ang women, ag=

“¢ %0 The sase of & wealthy Dutoh City, kmowing nothing of farming ang
¢ _ ount
s Fany of thelr nushber moved on again in those first two Yeoars L

Year the minleter, who wasg their loader, aied.: » and in the{r
o0 hardehive e - . 4

v Tere The Rore hard to endure because within six months aft
et wa e home Governmest reversed ite : er they

‘\-ll.t" 1 AVe 1lr‘ﬂlt, 0! "Ll'l! t
Yy Al d r D p o 1t
» * L]




' POCAHONTAS COUNTY Page 2

Duteh Bottom Settlenment - ocont'd

gitizens. ' L \

small o about d1 sbanded
During the winter‘of 1858 '!:_hia smnl_l company .Of about 60 persons ded e

crops had not been good, and the men realizing they knew so little about farming,

and their inability to endure the hardships of pioneer 1ife in Pocahontas, wanted

-

to move to some town to go into some business there.

Azong those who ﬁmined in Pocahontas irére the Stt’zltingsﬁ_(?earl Bucks grand- -.
parents) and the Van Reenans, of which there are many_in the county today. :
The Stultings built their new house on the edge of the English settlement of
Eillsboro in Little.lavels. :
¥ost of the Van Reenans today live on the Stony Creek section of the- County in
Edray Distriot,

From = The Exile = Buck

Pocahontas Times - April 27, 1939

History of Poca. = Price

uring these two decades 1840 = 1860 we did not get so many settlers as the west
e belng settled at that time and people passed on over going farther west. So

¥ary of our own people, especially from Little Levels, also moved on, Tﬁefe are so

FREYy ¥cleels, Beards, Callisons, Poages, Hills, Gays, Bridgers ang Clunens from
‘esetontes in one county in Missouri that it was often called "Little Virginia"

®F% &ieo went to Ohio and Indiana. In 1840 the population of Pocahontas was

“+ V2T and 1z 18500 only 3,958 an inoremse of only 1,036 persons.
Calvin Prioce -

History of Poon, - Price

N Uy part of the ounty had been moatly ]!t'|"llTIt.I"
.

i lewer part of the o oun by primrily by the

d by '\the Germans and French,

iootoh = Irish. While the German

ket are &xi1) dominant in upper ].n.\.. and t he

Seotoh =« Irish names in lower

TThe ¥RR They bave intersarried and did not long remain Separate nationality group
",




CHAPTER 4 SECTION 4b = QUESTIONS Page 3 :

POCAHONTAS COUNTY

period 1810 to 1860 farms 4n the county increased in number, but

ged in size. The original land holders who had owned, sometimes, tho“'_“nf’f

';urts pegan to divide them among their heirs, or to g 11 off portions of their

st estate. ¥rs. Le Ms Coyner here at Clover Lick tella me that her P°°P1°s th'

.-'.n-ick:, lost a lot of their land by going on bonds or notes, and that th‘ land

was s0ld sometimes for as 1ittle as 50 cents per acrée This was, perhaps 'bfl"”'

of many of the land owners of the county. For in going through their 'illl and

she settlement of their estates, I found that many of them /were on notes and bondg.*
sAfter tl-ese large farms or plentations were divided the average farm was froin $t ;
200 acres to 1000 acres. They are still being divided yat today, until only onq
the Eevener estate in Greenbank District remains undivideds Many of the estates :

have passed completely out of the hands of the heirs of the original cwﬁera, oL

These people, of course, traded with each other to some extent. Bartering was

e

n Pocshontes as elsewhere. Work, however, was the one thing they traded most
Jith each other, for work was the one thing needed most to turn the wildermess into
serms and to erect their log houses. When & men had a house to build or a field to

be cleared, all the neighbors helped him and he in turn helped them. "Log rollings

end "house raisings” got much work done end also gave & chence for social contact

sct only for the men but for the women who got together and prepared the feast.

then there were the "husking bees" and "qﬁilting parties", all of which probably
endel up in a dance that might. VWork not exchanged was paid for with_ produce instead
cey. (These will be taken up more in Chapter 5) | |

Thelr asttle, horses and sheep were sold to lancaster, Pa., to Philadelphia,

e ltincre, Eichmond

, Btaunton and Winohester, Richmond especially was an excellent

o rket for horses. The settlers would load u
p thelr pack horse
T v e o ) 8 with furs, hides,
’ et oal i dear saddle, a 1ittle leather, =
» 8oma few persons took
a small
shases . hey would go soross the mountain, sell, or exchange thel
g r
¢ 8 for lead, & 1109 £
e sugar and a little oloth, though most of the cloth
- - S was mad
. e . Their pack horses were also sold, \

Calvin Price
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History of yerlinton I

stuert came to Narlins Bottom and found

eneral Andrlw Lewis and Captein John
phen seivell living here wi

Boone type who did not bo't.her to0 take trt.le to the
at this place and claiming it as

1751 G
Yarlin and Seivell were

thout families.

parlin and Ste
land upon which they

the Daniel
nad the first go at surveying the land

So Lewis
d the settlers who came in gsettle

ved.
d up Price

his own grant. This survey was respected &an
gun or Stony creek. But it is on the Lewis survey that most of the town of Marlinton is
The stump of the old cornar oak

built, on thealdest and best title in West Virginia.
sarked by Lewis 18 still standing. This is the oldest 1and mark east of the Mississippi

Ri\‘ef. \
white people had no right to sur-

Se it known that under the Albeny treaty of 1722,

vey on the wesiern waters—that is Mississippi drainage--in 1751.

Qowever, Lewis and others ha.d = plen to colonize the Greenbriee Valley hnderthe

name of the Greenbrier Company, and this company i‘ooled the King and Council into bellev-

ing sreenbrier flowed into the :Ia.mels\ River. Under this preiense, & charter was giv=-

-
1]

er teke up for settlement a hundred thousend:acres of land in the Greenmbrier country.

Now the queetiOn naturally arises why d1d not Andrew Lewis go further and include i
w n
sis survey the _1na bottom lands ofthe Fair Ground &nd ad,]o:.nlng farms. It is believed
. eve
et Jacob "arlin 1eid cleim to that part of the bottom for his own. The only b f
x asis for

this belief is that t?enty-five years later Lawrence Drinncn had his fort on the present

e - H e ese

fair Grounds and his wife was Sallie, a daughter of Jacob Marlin v

A o0

s soon as lewis and others began to survey out land on the Greenbrier River, th
y : iver, e

piians through th < u i
s Long House ofthe Six Netions began to send word to London about the

violation of the ¢
s treaty of 1722, Orders of the King and Council did not k th
P ; eep e Scotch=-
Ky Lthe :
y merely left their surveying tools at home. We know that J
acob Warwick's

soiher, Elissbeth Dun %
junlap Sitlington, was living at Marlinton in 1765, Th
4 ey wrote a letter

= w2 S Le .f-,‘ . A ll.hd. l I 4 . i or r T j t s i j of
eE 1 . N f | I Ilﬂl he 1ﬁ‘l-" wagp f! om G "l.tb iﬂ - '.ho k l.'lg SO su p clous
it Qescription (-, l 1 ] Accor(li t
=N b that 1 )' n J'th mnd ’ (: i

t b L) 1 Lhe B ¥ n ¢ I’ west o OWY . ‘,“E [+ ]

| i i Bt“l'o }11? o

1] views 1% she.ud t = ] 3 L o e t b"\ d

- ol 1] 11 1At M
17 4 h&ve -2 -] = ﬂl‘i 10 L'l. flll"_h““'.‘)’ l."‘\.ll"lt in. f r it' stern un
- .r,

e L& 5.4
w peEriine sstilers vho had come 1

n here had stir
red up trouble wi 1
th the Indiens

0l stearted the Freoch
r seh and Indian War,
After the
16y had. killed B
Sraddock

w7y of ’.‘-‘..l_‘_.r‘k

1 T ?
» the Indigns




Page 2

d killed and captured 18 peraona. This was August 12, 1755.

slled Fort Greentrier just before and efter

Uarling Rottom an

wis had been here in a kind of fort c

octl. defeat, but he had taken some Indian prisoners at t his place and marched them

dle on the eastern side of the Allegheney.

Fort pinwid
i
four years after Virginia had become

an independant stata and called her=-

Finally

onwealth of Virginia, Lewis got his deed. Thomas Jefferson, Governor, re=

af the Comm

Y

_ 4net Lewis had mede composition with the commonwealth by the paying of two shill-

eiting

we was given a grant or deed for 480 acres of land at the mouth of weings(knob)

- -
Creek
jution had been sbout won by that time. The general s delay in proving up his land

Revol

by virtue of & survey made Oct. 11, 1751. This doed wag given June 2, 1780. The

- n essily be eccounted for by the fact that he was bust wlth the affairs of the

ciaims Can

Frerch and Indian War and he had been detained as a prlsoner of war in Canada. .

-k a

He came back from Cenada in broken heelth in 1780, leaving a will by which he-éage
the 430 acres at Harlins Bottom to his son John Lewis.* John Lewis didd the next year
leaving the lend to four of hie children, Charles, Samuel, Andrew and Eliza. They in *
turn sold it to Jacob Warwick and Warwick aignad the title bond to William Poage Jr. as
¢t sarriege portion, Poage was a Major in the war of 1812. He was one of the charter

rexbers of the éourt that formed Pocahontal County, and was shefiff of the county. He

died in 1827 ;eating the land to two of his children, Woods Poage and Margaret Poage

.1,'3_ s A. f’?’ic.).

‘e rext move in title was that Woods Poage sold his hal f of the land to his b
: * § brothe

James A. Pric ‘
Frice, this gave the Prices 2,211 acres in and around Marlins Bott
W o Om.

LaLeT Janes ;?1r. #cld the Woods Poage farm to Dr
: « George B. Moffett, who i
s 0 in turn sold

® heldfl of 1% to Hugh Melaughlin., W
- [ . hen the town site was
proposed i
et n 1891 as the last

o 1 l'l'\.' Lh. tj :
¥ !l‘ wan lll Lh. names Of L h’ fol Wi er
Lt s B ’llpl'-xn' M 5 A 1 . o L » L] - ce u
» gA ¥Fi am ., ul [ﬂll}"hlih Al L‘- u( MUthlill sﬂ.muﬂl D P'i

Prie . :
®s voieas N, Price and lavl ay.

A e ¥ 3
weres all Taree. There were no

Commereial aotivities lo was
whatover, . Hu I

ot = B nterevi

Y& ani Ldreay wers Lhe nesarest stores e

Fromi==1928 Blue Book by Andrew Pri
ce

Fromi-~Focshontas Timss~=Deg, 24, 1938
L]
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e nacezber of 1890 anepoxh meking snow

L
fell, making i the winter of the big snow.

.. ¢+ lay on the ground to the depth of threes

feet or more, Colonel John T. McGraw of

rion pade & visit to this county and pu}chaaed the farma known a 8 Marlins Bottom for

,ow site. The neme of the postoffice had been changed in 1887 from Marlins Bottom

.. parlinton. Nrs. Janie B, Skyles, a Maryland lady, was instrumental in bringing about

ive change. She objected to the word Bottom as

not being & nice word. The old timess

yere horrified when they found thename had been changed, but the harm had been done and

all sppeal to congress feiled to undo the harm. ¥r. Skyles soon afterwards moved away

vut she left us christened with & new name.

The purchase of the town site by Colonel McGraw was the first intimﬁtion that the

5\
. . -
se0nls hed pf -

d of the proposed railway developments. The plan was that the Camden System of

o extend up Williams Rivef,aﬁross the divide at the head of Stony Creek

2 to = T, y-

linton. It was a part of the plan that'the Chesapeake and Ohio would build

' {rom Hot Springs to Merlinton to comnect with the Camden. The reilroad was

“het time because of a money panic which came to the county., Colonel Mc-

“82 Invested lergely in lands elsewhere in the county, neger ceased to try to

‘pitaliste in this county'and develop it w th a railroad, His attahtion was
“® raturel route for e railroad up Greenbrier River. He had a'survey made from

“oncevert at a cost of:slo,OOO, end it was on this locetion that ihe rail-

“rds begun in 1899 and finished in 1901.

‘wrlinton was laid off in town lots in 1891, ang wideiy advertised as g

¥# £ould be built. The Pocahontas Developmpent Company was chartereqd and

tcres on which the town was to be built. They put valuable improve-
k% offer of 5,000 to be applied on a new courthouse was made, if the peo

¥ould change the oounty seat from Huntersville to "-'-""-:‘1.inton. The elect
Cle=
e [ *L gave the counly seat to Marlinton., At that time Marlinton
| to

ELowt 100 people.

e B8 socn & the rmilroad was Completed., 7Tt was incorsor ted.
rei ate

5. ) , Red hald ite iret election

on '.'!:}‘ - ]-J"\.O‘
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. ! i e : : R ol S
viles ifrom the nearest reilroad stetion cslled Seebert and 'nemed In
o211y by the nmewe whic) sehtled there:in'the wilcerness im the early
. * Y v - e 3 E
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Z1ls Ureeck wes named for Mr.'Hill, and, because oi Lis sterling wort:,
3 es long s its waters flow". The creek flows through = .
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P incresses its velocity until it p]_,unt,es OvVer & precipice more thren
: " e s A = > e
rr.ing & perfect spray and creating the beautiful Feils of Hilis
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race of Droop lNountein he beholds & panw

when the sun pours his effulgent warmth enc brigh

valleys and hills as tiey unite in proclaiming "The Lord reizneth, let
i - oy .
" 1e'elso beholds historic ground, for 1T WeS at the foot of

/ .

+e Genersl-Averill with 5000 men pitched their tents before the

ntain WHere
roop lountain which begen on llovember 6, 1863. : ,

1]
eboro les alweys been @ religious snd educetional center. dohn Jorden .

meer fame, ERVE & building site to the liethodist church, which was destroyed

in the community end now worship

They
A < 3] ; = . 0l
B ver co-forteble, CcoOpoalous building -in the Tov. Ol Lillsberoe. 1n extracts f

Bc-e o7 1o eel in the Little Levels,. going fyom there to the Drinnen home where he

- : ;
. " 1o 2 : . ony .3 - 1 = 1o . i
2 .2 80 "gledly” and entertained so "kindly" in the Edrey neighborhoods :
e < 4 . E vl |
= - . - & & % {
re6 Ledeirom there to Cloverlick, down through Tygarts Valley in Randolph |
S 7 . \ 5 1 '
B S S B 1l - = 2 3 3.0
& %o Morgsntovn., At the licleel home lively religious discussions were
Al ole cCommuUnlitye
terian Church wes orgenized in the year 1733. The early
p—— = 10650 ll i, - S 1 . T . wel ar S apep oy g S [
cere lost snd.no one remembers vhen it was built. & substantiel
‘o tris sect worshiped for many years was later built south eest
’ eye the cerctery 4s still kept up. In 1830 the church wes re-
i, Mavis rospgue, osud Johiy Jordan were elected elders. +“he
& ik ks ‘9 - - e o 1878 were Hev. \'i‘.'""
# ’ M ell, Ve e Ly Ve Clut e —-'\\.]3-; BIQ heVe
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heerts of the

o the tov¥ne.

ession «of ¢ ‘schools' influence ©n +the minds ena

th

been restared

-
=

hn

+ weers the .old name oft Hillsbore

tributed some recollections of

Yep, Of Fonce Ciﬁv; hh]p%nwﬂ, hes COD
1
. fyom bis' rerarkeable memory of conversetions heard in the home of kit
b
. . Dunlap. £He thinks the first teacher ever in Hillsboro communivy
sre of Keenen who'teught more thap o hundred yeers &gos This teecher

verv learned mean from +he fect thet he ceuld resd

~3thmetic es fer as the rule of three.
ster was Hev. John 5. Blain,.a Presbytérjen rrescher, & teacher,
: - esoribed s & lerge, lean, strong men, possessed of & kindly
A ? Lk
g s, The description is somewhet contradictory. 8s he is said to
second day of schoel, 21 the third day, end five or six
. . After thet go further frouvle was experienceds "Lt tiie
evory repupetion thet hea to be disciplined azd fe used the means
S, 1 ‘e of Drs Blain was & k1SS Lachooérza,_sister of Archivsld
r o € ;%P_?ker, told thet ;u#t}ers would souefiﬁes entef
r their wilk. IMTs. 1'acRoberts, whose fether was Rsndolph,
Foce tes, was the next teacher. Fe was well educated
A
’ ed only under compulsion. lie was & Fhig,_and
te een 2 Vihig mnd a uc;9crst, in which the Whig
g : "vin became so disgusted that he followed
g S f Jetoly routed the Democrat that he rade it
.
. ' , 1 araoter
& A . N > : et B 6 wad i'vt‘ﬁhqxta)
. t s
. i

r hendeny wae bullt sc sontrined one lerge-central yoou With
. " S 4 3= o W e dar = N
ol 5118 Luro WAS sbonaoned iu gelerence ud thet of Shcageny &

end write snd had




'3 Tyrees and others of Feyelts ¢ unty; the Esynes and others

Liid

nsons, Jeers, and otlers of Greenbrier county; the

.+ oniners, and Ruchmens, of Highlsnd county, Virginis, and the Lewises
ot} county, Virginia. He teught throughout the entire year sgd
e kelp of' the more adveanced pupils, notsbly, Rev. wnm. Fe Frice sand ‘Hev.
16 AsVag - .

¢ : : ' g
thet sbout ex vy fu

7 Lupids were as meny &S oue man

fotr
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teught in the home of Colonel I'ckeel, trhe first vear <f the
i wes hetrothed to-John Burgess, the first men from this community to be

Q

++ e Yorthern soldiers in their initiel reid trrough the country.

m

oing interesting data-it is easy to understand why so many noble

the foreg
Bo: -ty lives were molded in this fine institution of learning. The lives of IT.
Bar-:-ius Stulting and family d;ﬁ&rvE\SfECjal mention. They were natives of Holland,
. = relizious persecusion, breved the perils of the deep on the ruce

‘e end csme to. dwell eﬁo:g us whern. the country was in its infancy.
& vere wolusble edditions to the sociesl 1life of the community and through their

pietylgccomplished much good in‘ﬁ@QS'land of'thgjr adoption. ¥r. Cornelius

s
E . eldesi son in‘ the family, wes & fine teacher far “many years snd died re-
¥ roed bv 211 ¥ho knew him.  Lrs.larrie otulting Sydensiriczer, a daughter
- - e T A 1 Liims 15 E . o =S 5 ekl £ :
5 se ner life &5 @& DASS10HEry LU brlllilb, CEliy S€Uv &S & member Cf
3 /
- ‘
. e {first vermmnent settler in the wilderness of tre Hillsbtero
eel, of Fréderick County, Virginie. He wes of a pugilistic

/

e fear thet he hed slain his antsgonist, fled from .his native

ve who followed Lhc.+rn;u of the Alleghenies. After spendine
- e =
‘ he emer to A e0tic the country snd was

EHE ¢ ¢h the fertile land, fine timber end the general outlook

4 }. 4 ! 4 - .
0 AL ¢ ' Lant « the tle @ 1\‘1-(_ between where
' [LMTAR <
9 " - are i:
1 | - + o~
¢ Le ' Wer e eRre ""1'{. u-"t\,a'.:.?
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won the neles forming Ghe roof. Then he lcoked in tre Cirecwion

veheld, by the light of the camp fire, the fiery eyes of.s panthers

:vo in getting rid of the unwelcone visitor.
A

. 31e out hunting for venison &nd fish he met CLerles and Jacob

.atives of his home lend, who proved sngels in disguise in bringing

S0OHy =4 i

-s that tre men he thought he had killed hed recovered and was in

L
. i en ~e -
¢1th. Imegination fails To convey the greet reliel and cretitude hat filled
. pext o Imow he WRS not & murderer, of which his future 1ife gave convincing

~ce. He invited the lennisons to stere his camp and sided them in selecting &

site ad ocining his trect.  About this timk Johm lcweel rmust have buil® hinsell
o~ -~ -~ e
\ :
:n in the resr of the Latthew John icheel residence, nesr & wonueriul spring
. o .. ’ ' - . - = " wrs -_ .
loczlity. These three men soon revurned to the lower velley oii VIrginilé.

c on this visit thet he married Verthe David who wee heorn in Weles in 1840,
fio- their perrimece they came to the Little Levels 46 mave their horme. They

- .:en +hem & Welch Bible mow in the possession of Joseph S. liclleel, son iof

- ¥

in Tillian lLszb lclleel,

cleel is the man who offered, free of charge, marble or granit to build
Sipta la-itcl. his stone exists in great abundance within our beautiful hills

4+ rounteins and that shelter our valley on the West, It has been &

:sappointment to many to have such = generous offer rejected snd one
J S5
een sccepted would have filled the heart of every citizen with s 3ust
' < U+
l'.
g0 deerly 1mpresse ith o sense of God's Trovidents ;
epl) pressed v Sense ol uwod's @ ovidential camre
{ b y T
; ) iole Lwrren ou tie hill set apart for
. | £ y - 5
L Vid* €L C SJYLLOC TlE
i ¢ do0y vwere spared to return hiome,
. : ' redi R Coatnty
»
L
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OTHER EARLY SETTLERS.

Drennin,

r early settlers 1ln Pocahontas County were Thomas
lilligzhgharp %obert Moore, John Johnson, Thomas Johnson, Robert Gay,
William Poage, Patrick Slaterly, Robert Duffie, Thomas Brock, Lawrence
Drennin and John Smith, who settled in what 1s now Edray Districy.

11, John Switzer
James Lewls, Alexander Waddell, James Brinnell, Zer,
Richard Hill, Wiiliam Clendenen, Abraham McNeel, Nathaniel Kennlson,

’ Beard and John
w m Kennison, David Kennlson, Josiah Beard, Thomas
étiﬁéﬁ who settléd ifi what 1s now Little Levels District.

" In Greenbank District the earliest settlements were made Just
prior to the Revolutionary War and the family name of some of the
settlers who owned land in the Greenbank District between the years

1770 and 1799, were Gilllspie, Given, lcKeamys, Tallman, Townsend,
Moore, Rucker, Hartman, Ingram, Jarvis, Warwick, Duncan, Sloan, lMcCartee,
Cartmill, Taylor, Conrad, Kerney, Coberly,

; Nottingham, Rumbaugh, Covelaugh,
Munson, Griffin, Wooddell, Lamb, Trimble,

Kerr, Patton, Galligher, Galforc,
Higglins, Kincald, Donovan, Mackley; Armstr

ong, -Dysard, Taber, Tackett,
Sutton and others not mentioned in bhe records. llany of these names have

clsappeared from the citizeriship of the county, yet there remains the
Tallmans, Warwicks, Taylors, Conrads, Nottinghams, Wooddells, Kerrs,
Galfords, and Suttons, substantial citizens of the county.

hese ploneers, reéardless of where they settléd, had to live in a
7 eimple and rough way. Their houses were built with logs hewn and
notched dovn, covered with clap boards helg on by weight poles, no

putting on the roof as all nails at that time were
shops east of the Alleghenies ang the demand so great
obtainable west of .the mountains. The floors w
; that is logs 8plit in slabs 3

big slabs were used for tables and three legged stools for
: peifs 1p the walls for wardrobes, and the side walls were full
-;er%or tzgepuigiae oﬁidefense against the Indians. Every hone
3 & Bhop m 3 o e, w w o 3
P gbout oy ch(_ag consldered th? most valuable and
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) b!.ﬁc :vrrg‘pf men consisted of g fur cap, moccasins prants and a
sringec nunting shir ,

The women worked miii.fponly the simplest ways or living were possible.
e vome ked h Om morning until night and the men hag =

“0 €0. No hours were spent in ldleness; there were lands t %Q Tany things
TOpE Lo e raleced i har : ‘I8 were lands to be cleared:
CIoEs w sRibed and her V“”t.t“(] 3 ] a ed

. - ‘ele game to be X i -
CI'€ESEC ~6r'e ip 'eapson to ],(.liev”’ 110\',‘l\v::rkilled anda the hicea to be
& contented and happy people. T Vo

ang financial LY and

g that thes o
Ay were all o, D D aont

I were na m-l(.',ht;ul'.'Ly.

eIr's were
soclally

ds each other.

n

equal footin
help ful &,
Segiden

people towar
f.fl:-“ﬂnip“ of 1] -
4 . 10 ] . - X
AOBES, AL ¥as necessary to Keop a oo early settlers in e
ANt %o have aoll 0on

\ _ atablluhlng their
ROans of Gegoe b . stant lookout for hostile Indilans
InClane were so Crefty an l.m-‘rltf'l’ltitl{' L Jane 2y it bl San
saved Lhe selilers from Tl ’ nat only the closeat w T P )
by R .‘;‘”-"'1;;.1;.“;. 'TH“ :i.r'ﬂt,h- In Greenbank Dlnt:l‘]t:::iu:l?eﬁts‘
and Arilled with the uee of a or®+ Women ang boys were taken to thiaor
‘:_(-:;&ti\'th i Ccage .‘"-"12' ! J'.rbh::“ 8o L““L Lh(!y \TU\,lld bgg ple['.pal..ed to a Io‘rtod
BL6%0TY On Lhne :_;,:rcl, it .l’u u""ll" “LL'“‘.}“'Q' While there 1 sl
1ived Ain & 6late 0 Bussy rat}b 1Y

18 no recorded

aanw™)w ocdin .

o evVertheless that the
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. E
ari€s ang other producte.thet are sold not counting inheriteancé€ TaX
end others which help to m k€ up the revenue with which to operate€

toth local county end stat€ end federal government.

Information.Court Records.Marlinton.W.Va.
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nty Gov ernmm-b.samu

" At the June meeting of the county court ©

f 1859 they ordered

_""m Beard,GeOTE®E Fa@niston,
jte for a road from the 0ld Beard mill on

James Kelllson and Je€ss€y Cochran to act

as & commission to view & B

locust Oreek to Spice Run with intersection with the road leading up

little Creex and thence o the Greenbrier County line .It was at this

ceme meeting of the court that the county levy was layed amounting to

§2,772.80 and of this amount 41,116.84 was to go to meet the needs of

th e poor.

No doubt the first Notary Public to serve Pocehontas County was

none other than William Skeen as he was commissioned by the Governor of
rginie Jenuary.I.I860 to serve as a notary for Bath,Allegheny and Poc-
ghontas Counties end from that time té the present we have had men comn-
iesioned es Notarye for the Connty and state.It was at this same time th-
at williem Curry was commissioned & title as special comnmissioner to settle

s gl t 1 oo o 4
snd edjuest ekl eccounte that came before the court.At the Moy t erm of

court it wes deeued ndvisable to take a poll of the county to see whe-

‘,!.f: OF not thi I'__FJn::“

.} 1. y
should buy a farm to be used in caring for the poor,

this polil was to be ¢ . 'y _
Bk the lagt of Nay.I860.Willlam Skeen was chosen as

CIEnO N w th 14 o | .
" f thie ocounty for a term of 4 years starting

’
‘EEL VRS

| ' % €1 . . = s
EAae0t ¢d .-!1:111[’ ol tht ‘-’Uullt)' for a two v ear

Veéer,Jamee F -

Charleés W Wea




ty gov ernment. 8. 8. S. Pocahontas County.Page #f 2——=—- .

s end Kmos Barlow as his deputi es.James E.Moore was elect ed commniseli-

2 n
oner of the revinue of Pocahontes County for a term of two years starting
on

\

F ebuary I.IS6I.

the county levy of IZ60 was $ 2,485.61 to be collect ed from 1152
si+heples and the following July term the court layed the levy for I86I

shich amount ed to $ 2,458.58 from II43 tithables.
+ wes on Merch IS6I that a committ e composing of John McN eel,John

W.Ruckman and Wm.C Kinnison were appointed to view & way for a road from

-

he Pheobe McNelll mill on Swago Creek up the mountein to David Burgesses

‘l“-d —— e
“) Wy

of Spruce Flats thence to Beawver Dam on Williams River and today

this old road is visible but not in use,this road was on what is known as

“he Young Mountein but was replaced in later years by a road up near Camp
gecret Hollow end on to Williams River.

At the Feoruery term 1862 the Justices of the county were summon ed

Oy the court

Yo eppear before that body pertaining to the matter of § gett-

ing e6it Lfrom the salt . .
ing o € salt works located in Smyth County Virginia,known as the

STURTY E'—.' SANAN r,'vj:.'J-_ 1 - . Sy=Sa
peny.Allen C.Burner was chosen to act as agent for the
- J a8 € ’ t O Lo 71 1 ’ .
/ could only get her Quota whioch was distributed equal-
AY BROLE TOF€ inhebitante of Drn
¢ Facahontans Uounty.Shortly after this we obtai-
ned sait Trom The

Bneliis

b Balt Yorke fall this salt e put out by the

F WP I 1 stat ¢ P W
B —— s YA 1nim

v A 2l _ & __an
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L1 County Gov ernment . S.G.S.Pocahontas County.Page # 3 o———_—
S ineir families.So all the salt used on the western wat ers came from 0l-
ack horse and in
4 Virginie,having to be brought grmt.distances often by p !
lat er years by wagons that made trips to the Fastern side for suppli es twice
yearly in the gpring and in the Fall,this made salt very high but was Very
essential to the inhabitants of what is now Pocahontas County as there was
no lews on game of any kind and their principal meat supply came from the
Seer,Sear,Wild Hogs,Turkeys and other wild game that roamed this vast wild-
erness during the firsy half of the I& th century,this meat had to be preser-
ved by salt,besides what wes used in salting the domestic animals of the
Pioneers of this county.So it is plain to be seen that the County Court at
that time had & very difficult task administering these alloted products,and

out this time that an agent wes chosen by the court to obtain medic-—

1 V4

. Y 4

rginia for the inhabitants of the what is now Pocahontas Coun—

ty,ae all supplies had to be passed on by the Governor of Virginia,that is the

ga it ,medicine and other goods t ;
: OVAEr goods that had to be processed in diff erent parts of

Virginisa end seent out

= - % .
vO LEr many logalities within her borders.

. v 1A &
# No 4Alttle ¢

‘aok Tor these gentlenen to adninist er to such a
V& B Le . J R i Lo anka +% .
€8 third in are of square miles with 942.6I

M Bn (3 "1 i .
" A Iremboy 1 €Y. "\"“‘“l‘:‘.\t s B Moy d e :; e -
1. §: nav ng TalE

inote . W . -
»18 in the 2 nd, Congrecdional Dic




3y mode of travel was *-“.! 20
an h-‘f_
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geeble et the County Seat “--

- L-.- i, ik‘\'{ f"\lll-

county to edminieter justice to the w !ludl

-4
]

t‘T -;._—'- L g ‘ 3 .

it eeld thet we people here ia Pocshontas Jounty today m“ * “'

men thet gave their services in order thet we sight have & §o0d4 sounty dov.

frnment,s prosperous county and a good county ia whieh e lve,vith lawe

Mmacted by these county courte that have prot et

*i sur righte and gave us &

£00d county govemaent.

Informetion. Count ¥y Court

Order Books # 5 4 § -Marlinton.¥,.Va,
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is is perticularly true in Pocahontus a8 at the time of tie
end this 1% .

-

s g new county in 1601 the texes collected by Virginiae of
formation Of .

e

rhich WE were & Pal"t were a mere 't]'.'if le but the popula.'bion in Shigigces

Hicm W

os ot thot time received very little consideration in any Wey,but af-
won atv LW

:er Tocehontas was formed and our county government was in the midst of

its! people right away we beégan to grow more taxes were collected from
year to year,vhich wes spent wisely on né€cessary improvements and t§d£LY
ntas County the third largest county in the staté in are€a has adgv—-
enced greatlyby developing her resources cleared our level fertile seat~
ione thai today prodice our vast numbees of livestock and grain that in

Turn make up our property for taxation that the county is operated on.

P =% 4= = o
Focahontas County has a very e&fecient county government

for her peo

ople byx her people and for her people,

Information.County Records.ierlinton.wy Va

Jay Buckley,Buckeye.V.Va.

@.Va.Blue Books 39-L40,
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Tiriters' Project

Date _II/I/4I

Date Research Takenwﬂ-ﬂ_

Typist gamuel G. Smith Date Typed II /1 /4T
L7¢_,252?2€2$ -

N
Subject County fay ernment

Rescarch Worker Samuel G. Smith

Source (ounty Court OT ok Date Filed
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ty Goverm.;mt.sh:zucl G.Smith.}iillworo'" -Va .Pocehontes ga= gt

d . - peen bu-—
Btire or pey off these ponds,mch of ouf county roeds have -

whe gasoline tax and the mon ey derived from the sale of automobi 1€
. B

he county governments gshoulders

license have liftéd e great burdén from t

.« & means of raising revenue to build and meintain our cless (A) roade

: le ou ccongury or class (B) roads were kept up by county taxes until
2o when the state took OVEr all .roads in the state,all mechinery and

ecut oment that wes owneéd by by the€ counties throughout the state.Pocahon-
sounty has approximately I,5 00 passenger cars,;H 0 +rucks and I0 motor-

g *hat trevel the roads throughout the county that they themselves

reintein by gesoline tax and licensé€.

G 2 = ] = 3 +7
933 and 34 meny sections of the county were without

cE -"“-,¥ 4-‘—'.,—( L

the 1V.P.A and the C.C.C have bullt roads until

s€ctions in the entire county with-

road Ad oo A ety £ ) . = “
1 end ronds have been built by the 6.C.C into %he

-

t
. o ;
ne vhere wilga life s plentif
is plentiful and plenty of roomnm
¥hepC 8 that e Iind our steate
e (3
¢ tmt in yorhontas. 'ith the co ) Tre
A" -\_
nhe hora €, ) EolineE




t.Sema€l G.Smith.Eillsboro.\.Ve. Pocshontas CO-% 3o

0 spict Road fund end in this wey if a certain district want—
B8O & egv

es to build some extra Toad over and ebove their allotment S xoR e
a t0 D v :

: . e
the gmeral county fund end what they might have evgLiBbit s BIRin

ot Tond fund,they could issue bonds to be retired by extra tax-

tion on this particular district.(( Report next week will geal with

L |

she bond issues of Pocahontes County from time to time.)))))) )))))))))

In I926 when A.C Barlow was elected to the County court reép-

lecins E.E williems the court had three pemocratic membeérs which is

thoucht by meny citizens in the county to be unsafe as it is thought

et +he mino
e

minority perty should have representation on the court who in

e A
W

surn reépresent the population of the county.In 1928 William M.BEuckley

ren 1or state senator carried the county by a good majority

EA *A o T

cerry the other counties in this senatorial gistrict.In

E . q 1-(- r r.Geor:

rg€ F.Hull of purbin was €lected to the House of

Y ; 1. ottt neham o . a2 s
15 .l Jlvingham vas elected Assessor with J.R Gum,
“F - “ise Anna Lee Irvine gg his ¢ €puties.S.Reid Y¥oore ves

=
Cd b




Prodoot B —— L.

‘ m.lmmmt.s.c..s.?ocmontna countys Feg€ L. |
oouting Attozney sv€r hie Republican opponnd A.L Cooper &nd
5lcrk ervh Yottingham was clectedq over hie Re;:ublican opp-
0.0 Adxison vho had £illed thie position fox I2 yCars prior tq thb

'

. . voody Kincade vas successful for County Clerk over E.C Smith
time, E£NQ KOUGY &
e zeoudlcan candidnt€.R.N Noitingcheam was .elclcted AssegsoTr oveér kdd

e wa nr Beown wae cleshed Oounty BRrvEyos over John T.Nelson,with

< £ =
1.A Sharo DEINg electeq over A.C Fiier for County Court mémbe€r ZOT Eg

IR O, +e F.R Hi1l wag €lected
v T etriot,And Yo the House of ‘Delegaties TLE late F.R Hi 1l wae g
<3 Rexrode.In 1934 the citizens of the county VOLEd ORUESE amen g
« tnat +hxt hed hed mach criticism and comment up vntil that time€ the

s - - ~ o N

*3cption of 4he Prohibition emendment alft€r much talk pro and con

election ves held end vhen the votes were counted it was found that
te stond for ratificetion 7988 end egeinet ratification 2915.

In I374 R.N FNottingham was electeq Sheriff over Walter Shai-
! y ent vote of 3902 to 3 B6,ottingham chos€e as

. t lison g8 Office peputy,frenk dNcleughlin,Relsh Moore

8 Jnilor, & ) cuti ttorn<y Richera
: , e ADBCogo " T D e I (- 4

' { Contd ( kree( peme— “IX7,5.J
i
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aem

« 7.8 Smith jr vee elected to the County Oourt

L . ™~ B Ty ol
~ enyh 11 08N opponént by & vote of 2989 to 2110,June KokimEEiees
REPW = B

: b £ ' € Repub lic
Leoteq 4o thE.House OF SpelegatEeELEt PosEhontaR i e
rE=TaLCT

1.0 lcCutcheon egI3 to oliof. Yoo dy Eincadf was elected County
89 AT e t ;jr ® . Al Y] ; . ‘
s ler) er Lerritt Kellison by & vOte€ of ZL2€ to I77I,Richard McNeel of
glerk ovET kbl A I
. 11-0int heving been sppointed by the court to £111 out theé uneéxpire€d
illooint 2 ng pprol

. cem of Terth Nottingham resigned clerk of The Circuit Court feileg to run

but Crady K.lioor€ was elected over D.C Adkison by a VOtE€

i -
i
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@
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=
(0
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ct
o
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eft

Ul

er 211 the virgin timber had been cut on our

ce.s numerous forecet fires broke out burning over thousands

8t timbered ar

of scres of thie cut over land i‘“ar. back in the mountains the smok€ belng so
itneg€ it wes crovwded in by low humigity to our towns snd villages until it
i2€d visloility to e very poor znd for many miles away the aroma of bur-
ing legvee vee xxry stifling,these fires had to be put out at the expeEnsge
*a€ county eo gbout this time thousands of dollars rere pald out by our
Y OUurt (s { o1

R al - el . -
vii€ county for fighting fire,this was &ll gone by

soout over the county wamming men out to fight fires
€ f f 4 . [ . I
n vhet of thelr ssslistants.
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rleys grandfather who had 17,000 acres of lend between lzrlin-
John B.Buckl€ys g fat h

W Seas

: Violet laying on Dboth sides of the Greenbrier taking in the Bu-
ton end Vi )

. Fotiag
»ley Kounteins for which %his chain of mountains was named,on this large
\':-.':4'- _.' AL LAl - ¥ - "

syact the late John Buckley the pioneer peid 0.75 on this entire tract

for on€ year,the tax €s were payeble at Steuhton Tirginia,thus this long

.+1- %o pey theEir texes o you cen easily see vhy a new county was formed

and our county government brought closer home to the inhabitants of the
pper poriion of the Greenbrier Valey.Back about that time some of the
clligone €d 350 acres near Violet and the omner said he would have
y s€ll off pert of his land beceuse he could not pay the taxes which we-
y¢ ondy O.75 ior the entire trect,all of vhich wes palid at Staunton Vir-
inie ,the ' W #rd 1o get end the trip to Btaunton wes long angd tir-
ERORE, 844 .3 € leq € iormation of Poocahontas County in IS
8 » B " { ‘ittle if eny benefits from the taxes the
t s B E
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sov ernment . Sanu el G.Smith.Hi 1lsboro..Va.Pocahontas g

gng it is VCIy goubtful if this section wonld have agvenc€éd as
% hee,if it had not formed & geperat € county functioning within itse'
self . 4

rocahontes is and has long clessed as an agvanced equcation-
a1l county having had one of the first High Schools as it would b€ ter —
=med today the 014 Academy at Hi 1lsboro end one at Greenbank serving the
people of both the upper and lower end of the county until today ?oca_

hontes County has 3 accredited Hiph Schools with 28 teachers,these High

schools are The Little Levels pistrict High loebed at Hillsboro, Edray

-

pistrict High at larlinton and Greenbank High School at Greenbank,besides

ir 60 elexentary schools of these II are Graded Schools with more than

yn€ room end IaxiExiexgreey we find 6 colored or N €gro schools scattereg

sbout over the counly where our colored populetion is the greatest.These
ls employ I3€ teachers €€ employed by the High Schools while the
€eminder of IO ere employed for our elementary schools,this is less
schoods end less teuchers then vas us€d in the county up until about I933
& & BOsad

TReE Btarted,po we

haed around £0 schools up until that
- Vs 1%

v*OYE4A abDout 160 Veachore.
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' 9 the
. tributed r%‘tl‘y in ouxr BChOOl SYSt em and revinue as in 1 39
ribu o

1 to this Co-
tate contributed % I75 ,5II.00 and in I94O the state sent to ¥
sta

> 161,810.00 and the following is the amount spént by Pocahontas
¥ yS 4V :

unty

County in that year crrent ta:_cers collected & 62,61I.00 state aid 5 161,
£10.00 other receipts $ II1,588.00 total receipts all funds § 236,009.00
spent in Pocahoxitas County for school purpose€s a1l this money was ralse€d
by taxation of some gors either by our county levy or by taxes collected
by the siate in Pocahontas County and returné€d to the county in the form
of State Aid to our school system,the state aid ie determined by the am-

ount of texes that the state collects within our borders mostly by the

s)a

Consumers Sales tax but others are collected also and a percent returneg

to the county.

“ndér our old tex system our County Court could reise what ever

tnge ds Y o 4
B iUl Y selll b

L o4 g . I
“RElT eatimate called for but after the pessage of the tax
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T Admer . -
Adment they were not able to do this so other sources of

e thuc naa ‘-'} ol - F‘.;‘ o ‘ enheA - . <%
aollighed to meet thie shortage of money so if i+ B

* gtate ni ” ( - ) N ) .
d w€ would have ehorter terms of school ang our entire

1 Bhnowe the

EroWth end wealth of any county or
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' ment .Sama€l G- smith.Hi11lsboTo . .Va.Pocahcntas Co. # 1.
y Gov€rn :

tnhe county Wee first settleq were mere

The county roads wh €n

s1gerness by the€ Ingiens,when the first

+trails cut out of our vast W

ondg the allegheénys they began to cut out

white settlers came from bey

these Ingian trails that in the y€ars that followed becam€ our main

highways,out theé two roeds of note were the Staunton eand Parkersburg

Turnpike coming from across the Allegheny Yountaine and The Marlins

Bottom Lewisburg Turnpike,these two roads l€d to supply lines, and
Reilroad cent ers outside our borders,and the revenu€ of the county we-
nt to keep up these two roads as they were the main ones used to g€t

supplies in from Steunton,¥illboro on the East and to the€ Greenbriér and

a Kangaw
grezter Kanaweh Valleys on the South.These roads were plain dirt roads

which became almst impassible in the fall and winter months,a greater
these rain roads were kept up for years from toll cdllected at
oue toll gates along these main highways,but these were gradually
don€ sviay with end texation kept them in recair.Along about I900 the

‘-I.'I [ I'e b _1 o= ‘-— 4 cr
ullt taking the place of the girt roads that

iToughout the oo 1
the county.The coming of the hard roads me€ant
1 means

noereesed toxn
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